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The Second Sunday of Easter
April 7, 2024

Prelude

“We Walk By Faith”

Gathering

Easter Acclamation
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C: Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!

Confession and Forgiveness

Please stand as you are able. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign
that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

C: Amen.

P:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

C: Amen.



P:

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Please kneel or stand as you are able. Silence is kept for reflection.

P:
C:

C:
P:
C:

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and
given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and
humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known
and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to
do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we
may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been
saved. In the name of + Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Al-
mighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;

His mercy endures forever.

Please stand as you are able.



Entrance Hymn “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”
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Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C:  Andalso with you.
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Prayer of the Day
P:  The Lord be with you.
C:  Andalso with you.
P: Let us pray.
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrec-
tion. By the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power
of the resurrection in all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C:  Amen.

The Word

Blessing of the Lector

P:

Christis risen!

The word of God is living and active, sharper than a two-edged
sword. Kathy, as you read to us the scriptures, may they pierce our
souls and judge the thoughts and the intentions of our hearts.



C: Amen.
Please be seated.

First Reading: Acts 4:32-35

32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and
soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but eve-
rything they owned was held in common. *With great power the apos-
tles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all. **There was not a needy person among them,
for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the pro-
ceeds of what was sold. ** They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was dis-
tributed to each as any had need.

The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

“Oh, How Good It Is” (Psalm 133) Getty, Getty, Ross, Townend

Oh how good itis

When the family of God
Dwells together in spirit

In faith and unity.

Where the bonds of peace,
Of acceptance and love

Are the fruit of His presence
Here among us.
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CHORUS (ALL)

So with one voice we’ll sing to the Lord

And with one heart we’ll live out His word
Tillthe whole earth sees

The Redeemer has come

For He dwells in the presence of His people.

Oh how good itis

On this journey we share

To rejoice with the happy

And weep with those who mourn.
For the weak find strength

The afflicted find grace

When we offer the blessing

Of belonging.

CHORUS (ALL)

Oh how good itis

To embrace His command
To prefer one another
Forgive as He forgives.
When we live as one

We all share in the love

Of the Son with the Father
And the Spirit.

CHORUS (ALL)



Second Reading: 1 John 1:1--2:2

!We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard,
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched
with our hands, concerning the word of life—?this life was revealed, and
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that
was with the Father and was revealed to us—*we declare to you what we
have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and
truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. *We
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete.

>This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. ®If we say that we have
fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not
do what is true; "but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we
have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleans-
es us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. °If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and
just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. *°If
we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in
us.

2.1 My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Je-
sus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and
not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

The word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Please stand as you are able.

Gospel Acclamation: Hymn #671 (blue hymnal) vv. 1-3

“Alleluia, Alleluia”

The Holy Gospel: John 20:19-31
P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20h chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

YWhen it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” 2 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then
the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ! Jesus said to them
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you.”
2When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive
the Holy Spirit. 21f you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not
with them when Jesus came. * So the other disciples told him, “We have
seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless | see the mark of the nailsin
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his
side, | will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was
with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with you.” ?’ Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put itin my side.
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Do not doubt but believe.” 22 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” ?° Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’

*Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples,
which are not written in this book. 3* But these are written so that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that
through believing you may have life in his name.

)

P:  The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.

Children’s Sermon
Sermon

Silence for reflection and meditation.

Hymn of the Day #132 (green hymnal)

“Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”

Please stand as you are able.
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The Nicene Creed

A: Let us confess our common faith with all Christians throughout
time and place, using the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven;

by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
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and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come againin glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all
people according to their needs.

After each petition:

A: Lord, in your mercy,

C: Hear our prayer.

After the last petition:

A: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trust-
ing in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C:  Amen.
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The Peace

P:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C:  Andalso with you.

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of
the Lord.

Invitation to Offering

A: Patterned after God’s Word in Acts 4:32-35, let us give our offering
so that God may distribute it as needed and there may not be a
needy person among us.
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Offertory Prayer
A: Let us pray.
C: Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day

you shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in
Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and
to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
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The Meal

The Great Thanksgiving

P:  The Lord be with you.

C:  Andalso with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C:  Welift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itis right to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all
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places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty
and everliving God. But chiefly we are bound to praise you for the
glorious resurrection of our Lord; for he is the true Passover Lamb
who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his death has de-
stroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And
so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the res-
urrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with an-
gels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring
light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence. We wor-
ship you for our lives and for the world you give us. We thank you
for the new world to come and for the love that will rule all in all.

We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the peo-
ple of your promise: the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised
land, the memory of the ancestors, the homecoming from exile,
and the prophets’ words that will not be in vain.
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In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, who fulfilled
and will fulfill all your promises.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the re-
membrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we pro-
claim the Lord’s death until he comes.
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Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the incar-
nation of your Son: his human birth and the covenant he made
with us. We remember the sacrifice of his life: his eating with out-
casts and sinners, and his acceptance of death. But chiefly we re-
member his rising from the tomb, his ascension to the seat of pow-
er, and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. We cry out for



the resurrection of our lives, when Christ will come again in beauty
and power to share with us the great and promised feast.
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Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in
this bread and cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit, may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven, and may
receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
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high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all
honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
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The Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth asitisin heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion

P:  Therisen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread.
Come and eat at God’s table.

Please be seated.

Agnus Dei: Hymn #89 (maroon hymnal)

“The Lamb”
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Communion

P:  The Body of Christ, broken for you.
The Blood of Christ, shed for you.

Those who wish to commune at the altar rail may either bring forward
their individual Communion kit, or receive the wafer and wine/grape juice
by intinction (dipping) from the Communion Ministers, when they are di-
rected forward by the usher. Those who wish to commune in their seat
with their individual Communion kit may remain seated. Children may
come forward with their family for a blessing.

Communion Hymn #205 (green hymnal)

“Now the Silence”

Table Blessing

P:  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

C: Amen.
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Post-Communion Canticle WOV Setting 4
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Post-Communion Prayer

A: Let us pray.
Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send
light to conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of
life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your
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Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world,
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

C: Amen.

Sending

Announcements for God’s Mission in the World
Please stand as you are able.
Blessing

P:  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and
forever.

C: Amen.

Closing Hymn #145 (green hymnal)

“Thine Is the Glory”

Easter Dismissal

A:  Alleluia! Christis risen.

C:  Heisrisenindeed. Alleluia!

A: Go in the peace of the risen Christ. Alleluia!
C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude

“Goin Peace and Serve the Lord” Handt Hanson
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Our Life Together

To reach Pastor directly, please call the
pastoral line at 513-760-5884.

If you have requests for the Prayer
Chain, or to remove a person from the
list, please contact the office at 513-821-

0987 or mail@stpaulreading.org.

We pray for Samantha Asbrock (Marie Cal-
houn’s friend); Berkeley (Carol Curless’s
great-grandson); Jeannie Allen (Faith Eck-
erle’s friend); Teresa Bell (former mem-
ber); Stephen Black (Kim Coulehan’s
nephew); Nancy Boone (Gary Gries’ sister);
Brett (Kings’ step-nephew); Pat Buck
(Hirts’ friend); Natalie Burroughs; Jack &
Maria Busch (Fords’ friends); Jodie Cal-
houn; Andre Carnavale (Hirts’ friend); Ca-
sey (Cindy Sieckman'’s niece); John
Cathcart; Christy (Terri DeAngelis’ daugh-
ter); Jeff Coldiron; Pat Coldiron; Sandy
Cordes; Jen Crosby (Kathy’s daughter);
Kathy Curless; David (Cindy Sieckman’s
cousin); Christopher Davis (Anne Rolfes’s
son); Rebecka DeLeon (daughter of Holly
Ford’s co-worker); Katie Demopoulos
(Diana Hawkins’s niece); Jane Erbeck;
Nancy Erbeck; Sylvia Erbeck; Larry
Faulkner (Freda’s son); Justin Feldman
(Bess Sturgill’s father); Cindy Flege; Lee
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Frank (Barbara Moorhouse’s niece’s hus-
band); Darrell Frasure (St. Paul neighbor);
Jeanne Fuller; Clara Garcia (Cindy May-
hugh’s sister); Larry Getz (Barbara Moor-
house’s cousin); Lena Gibson (Pirrmanns’
stepsister); Nathaniel Gibson (Les Eck-
erle’s step-nephew); Janie Grandy (in-law
of DeAngelis-Willet family); Don Grau Jr.;
Jim Hammerling (Portmanns’ son-in-law);
Ron Harbaugh; Chrissy Harris; Sandy
Hatcher (Linda Holt’s sister); Headley/
Lawson family; Elain Heskamp; Ed Hirt;
Andrew Horton; Penny and Larry Huber;
Ellen Hunter (Jeni Cathcart’s grandmoth-
er); Kate (granddaughter of Dennis King’s
friend); Mike Keefe (Millers’ neighbor); Ken
and Kathy Keith (Kris Keith’s dad and
stepmom); Chelsea King; Dennis King;
Jackie King; Janet King; Earl (Buddy)
King (Dennis’s brother); Marilyn Kline
(Cindy Sieckman’s neighbor); Loretta
Kombrink (Marilyn Portmann’s aunt); Tom
and Mike Kozee and family (friends of
Faith Eckerle); Kelsee Lainhart (friend of
Kings); Nelson Langefeld; Yvonne Lowery
(St. Paul Players); Brad Majewski; Carroll
Mayhugh Sr. (Carroll Mayhugh'’s father);
Cindy Mayhugh; Jessica Mayhugh & fam-
ily (Mayhughs’ niece-in-law); Samantha
Mersch (Mayhughs’ daughter, Sarah



Papin’s sister); Linda Miller; Mary Mills (St.
Paul Players); Jessica Mink (Donald Har-
ris’s cousin); Barbara Moorhouse; Charlie
Myers (Coulehans’ family friend); Ann Ohr
(Barbara Moorhouse’s cousin); Eric Papin;
LaCartha Pate (Jeanne Wagner’s friend);
Linda Perin (Moorhouses’ cousin); Nick
Pirrmann; Bob Price (Kings’ friend); Barry
Prince; Everett Prudhomme (Beckerings’
nephew); Rod Puckett (Holly Ford’s col-
league); Denise Rankin; Cynthia Reed;
Dick Replogle (Linda Miller’s brother);
Christopher Rolfes (Anne’s son); Mike and
Judy Ryan (friends of the Kings); Sara and
Evan (Barbara Moorhouse’s cousins); Scott
Schadel (friend of McDowells); Shawn
Schnetzer (Sturgills’ cousin); Shannon
and Dane (friends of Riddle family); Knox
Shepherd (grandson of Pr. Vicki Garber);
Kate Sheridan (Kings’ family friend); Kim
Sieckman; Dave Speed (Hirts’ friend);
Crosley Spelman (Spelmans’ grandson);
Joyce Spelman; Kathy Spelman and fam-
ily (Joyce’s sister-in-law); Michael Steele
(Mayhughs’ nephew); Frank Sturgill (Jim’s
dad); Geri Toland (Carole Replogle’s neigh-
bor); Sharon Touchton (Portmanns’
friend); Lish Trasser (friend of DeAngelis-
Willet family); Treasure (Les Eckerle’s
cousin); Ralph Turner (friend of Dennis

King); Jeanne Wagner; Melinda Wakefield
(Sherry Bronner’s friend); Pr. George
Wilch; Leslie Willet; Kate Wollenburg and
family; Judy Young (Janet King’s sister);
Mike Zecchini (Betschs’ brother-in-law);
Barb Zeh (Jeni Cathcart’s mom).

We pray for those with ongoing health con-
cerns who are unable to come to church
every week: Shirley Lathrop, Barbara
Moorhouse.

We pray for our armed forces members:
Graham Barton (Fords’ neighbor); Paul
Cordes (Elinor Schieman’s grandson); Vic-
toria Derry (Elinor Schieman’s great-
granddaughter); Jared Forst (Loretta’s
grandson); Beau Glenn (Karen Koehl’s son-
in-law); Kylie Hahn (Gretta Hahn’s grand-
daughter); Donald Hosea (Karen Koehl’s
son); Samuel McLoughlin (friend of Cindy
Sieckman); Scott Minton (Becky Betsch’s
brother); Jobeth Ramirez (friend of Karen
Koehl); Joshua Rodriguez (friend of Karen
Koehl); Trent Schwegman (cousin to the
Erbecks and Fords); Dustin Silvey; Alex

Wisecup (son of Nadine and Barry Wise-

cup).
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Worship Leaders

The Rev. Emily Beckering, Pastor
Kris Keith, Music Director

Kate Wollenburg, Organist

Cindy Mayhugh, Assisting Minister
Kathy Crosby, Reader

Upcoming Events

Sunday, April 7: 2 Easter 10:30 am WELCA Cincinnati Conference
Brunch

11:30 Elva Hurst Chalk Talk (open to pub-
lic) "Then Comes the Spring"

9 am Sunday School & Adult Bible Study/
Discussion

10 am Worship Service

After worship: Evangelism Committee Sunday, April 14: 3 Easter

4 pm Conference Youth Game Night 9 am Intergenerational Sunday School

Wednesday, April 10 10 am Worship Service
2:30 pm Bible study Monday, April 15
Saturday, April 13 7 pm Council Meeting

9:30 am WELCA Cincinnati Conference Wednesday, April 17

Meeting 2:30 pm Bible study

Copyright Notices

Oh How Good It Is: Text and music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Ross Holmes, Stuart Townend © 2012 Getty Music Publishing;
Parakeet Boots Music; Townend Songs

Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks: Text and music by Donald Fishel © 1973 International Liturgy Publications; arr. by Betty Pulking-
ham © 1979, Celebration.

Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain: Setting © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.

Now the Silence: Text by Jaroslav J. Vajda and music by Carl F. Schalk © 1969 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188.
Allrights reserved. Used by permission.

Music and liturgy used by permission under ONE LICENSE #A-726103, CCLI Licenses #21045423 and #21045416, and Augsburg

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS010308. All rights reserved.



