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Prelude 

Gathering 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness 

Please stand as you are able. The sign of the cross may be made by all in re-
membrance of their Baptism. 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

P: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 
you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Please kneel or sit as you are able. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

P: Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free our-
selves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 
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not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neigh-
bors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
holy name. Amen. 

The minister stands and addresses the congregation. 

P: Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for 
his sake, forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister 
of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to 
you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Entrance Hymn #165 (green hymnal) 

“Holy, Holy, Holy” 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the com-
munion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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Kyrie LBW Setting Two 
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Hymn of Praise LBW Setting Two 
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Prayer of the Day LBW Setting Two 

 
P: Let us pray. 

 God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe 
and the beginning of time you are the triune God: Author of crea-
tion, eternal Word of salvation, life-giving Spirit of wisdom. Guide 
us to all truth by your Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ 
has revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. Glory and 
praise to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

The Word 

Blessing of the Lector 

P: Let us pray. 

 Gracious God, we do not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that comes from you. Bless Kathy, who will read to us the scrip-
tures. Make us hunger for the Word of life, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Please be seated. 
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First Reading: Isaiah 6:1-6 
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 Seraphs were in at-
tendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their fac-
es, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3 And 
one called to another and said:  
 “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 
 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, 
and the house filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet 
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 
 6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been 
taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my mouth 
with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has de-
parted and your sin is blotted out.” 8 Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am 
I; send me!” 

 The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Psalmody: “Give to the Lord, Ye Sons of Fame” (Psalm 29) 

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:12-17 
12 Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh—13 for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by 
the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For all 
who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did not re-
ceive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit 
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of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16 it is that very Spirit bearing 
witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then 
heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with 
him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 The word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

Gospel Acclamation LBW Setting Two 

 

Gospel: John 3:1-17 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 3rd chapter. 

 
1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He 
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I 
tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 
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above.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the king-
dom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be astonished 
that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows where 
it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 
Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus an-
swered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 
these things? 
 11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what 
we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you 
about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell 
you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except 
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Mo-
ses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lift-
ed up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
 16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that every-
one who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
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Please be seated. 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon 

Silence for reflection and meditation. 

Hymn of the Day #535 (green hymnal) 

“Holy God, We Praise Your Name” 

The Athanasian Creed 

A: Let us confess our common faith with all Christians throughout 
time and place, using the words of the Athanasian Creed.  

Whoever wants to be saved 
 should above all cling to the catholic faith. 
Whoever does not guard it whole and inviolable 
 will doubtless perish eternally. 
Now this is the catholic faith: 

We worship one God in trinity 
 and the Trinity in unity, 
 neither confusing the persons 
 nor dividing the divine being. 
For the Father is one person, 
 the Son is another, 
 and the Spirit is still another. 
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But the deity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
 is one, equal in glory, 
 coeternal in majesty. 
What the Father is, 
 the Son is, 
 and so is the Holy Spirit. 

Uncreated is the Father; 
 uncreated is the Son; 
 uncreated is the Spirit. 
The Father is infinite; 
 the Son is infinite; 
 the Holy Spirit is infinite. 
Eternal is the Father; 
 eternal is the Son; 
 eternal is the Spirit: 
And yet there are not three eternal beings, 
 but one who is eternal; 
as there are not three uncreated and unlimited beings, 
 but one who is uncreated and unlimited. 
Almighty is the Father; 
 almighty is the Son; 
 almighty is the Spirit: 
And yet there are not three almighty beings, 
 but one who is almighty. 

Thus the Father is God; 
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 the Son is God; 
 the Holy Spirit is God: 
And yet there are not three gods, 
 but one God. 
Thus the Father is Lord; 
 the Son is Lord; 
 the Holy Spirit is Lord: 
And yet there are not three lords, 
 but one Lord. 
As Christian truth compels us to acknowledge 
each distinct person as God and Lord, 
 so catholic religion forbids us 
 to say that there are three gods or lords. 

The Father was neither made 
 nor created nor begotten; 
the Son was neither made nor created, 
 but was alone begotten of the Father; 
the Spirit was neither made nor created, 
 but is proceeding from the Father and the Son. 
Thus there is one Father, not three fathers; 
 one Son, not three sons; 
 one Holy Spirit, not three spirits. 

And in this Trinity, no one is before or after, 
 greater or less than the other; 
but all three persons are in themselves, coeternal and coequal; 
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 and so we must worship the Trinity in unity 
 and the one God in three persons. 

Whoever wants to be saved should think thus about the Trinity. 

It is necessary for eternal salvation that one also faithfully believe 
that our Lord Jesus became flesh. 

For this is the true faith that we believe and confess: 
 That our Lord Jesus Christ, God's Son, 
 is both God and man. 
He is God, begotten before all worlds 
 from the being of the Father, 
and he is man, born in the world 
 from the being of his mother— 
existing fully as God, 
 and fully as man 
 with a rational soul and a human body; 
equal to the Father in divinity, 
 subordinate to the Father in humanity. 

Although he is God and man, 
 he is not divided, 
 but is one Christ. 
He is united because God 
 has taken humanity into himself; 
 he does not transform deity into humanity. 
He is completely one in the unity of his person, 
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 without confusing his natures. 
For as the rational soul and body are one person, 
 so the one Christ is God and man. 

He suffered death for our salvation. 
He descended into hell 
 and rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven 
 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

At his coming all people shall rise bodily 
 to give an account of their own deeds. 
Those who have done good will enter eternal life, 
those who have done evil will enter eternal fire. 

This is the catholic faith. 
One cannot be saved 
 without believing this firmly and faithfully. 

Prayers of Intercession 

A: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all 
people according to their needs. 

After each petition: 

A: Lord, in your mercy, 

C: Hear our prayer. 
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After the last petition: 

A: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trust-
ing in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

The Peace 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 

The ministers and congregation may greet one another in the name of  
the Lord. 

Invitation to Offering 

A: Psalm 29 invites us, “Ascribe to the Lord the glory due God’s name; 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness” which we do by giving 
to God the money he first gave to us. 
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Presentation of the Gifts LBW Setting Two 

 

Offertory Prayer 

A: Let us pray. 

C: Merciful Father, we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you 
have first given us—our selves, our time, and our possessions, 
signs of your gracious love. Receive them for the sake of him who 
offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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The Meal 

The Great Thanksgiving LBW Setting Two 

 

P: It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all 
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 
and everliving God. You have revealed your glory as the glory also 
of your Son and of the Holy Spirit: three persons, equal in majesty, 
undivided in splendor, yet one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in 
your everlasting glory. And so, with the Church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
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Sanctus LBW Setting Two 

 

P: You are indeed holy, O God, the fountain of all holiness; you bring 
light from darkness, life from death, speech from silence. We wor-
ship you for our lives and for the world you give us. We thank you 
for the new world to come and for the love that will rule all in all. 

 We praise you for the grace shown to Israel, your chosen, the peo-
ple of your promise: the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised 
land, the memory of the ancestors, the homecoming from exile, 
and the prophets’ words that will not be in vain. 

 In all this we bless you for your only-begotten Son, who fulfilled 
and will fulfill all your promises. 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take 
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and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remem-
brance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all 
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the re-
membrance of me. 

 For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we pro-
claim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

P: Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the incar-
nation of your Son: his human birth and the covenant he made 
with us. We remember the sacrifice of his life: his eating with out-
casts and sinners, and his acceptance of death. But chiefly we re-
member his rising from the tomb, his ascension to the seat of pow-
er, and his sending of the holy and life-giving Spirit. We cry out for 
the resurrection of our lives, when Christ will come again in beauty 
and power to share with us the great and promised feast. 

C: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

P: Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we and all who share in 
this bread and cup may be united in the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit, may enter the fullness of the kingdom of heaven, and may 
receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

C: Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 
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P: Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and eve-
ry place, and unite them with the ceaseless petitions of our great 
high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
 on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
 who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 

P: Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 

Please be seated. 

Agnus Dei LBW Setting Two 

 

Communion 

P: The Body of Christ, broken for you. 
 The Blood of Christ, shed for you. 
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Those who wish to commune at the altar rail may either bring forward 
their individual Communion kit, or receive the wafer and wine/grape juice 
by intinction (dipping) from the Communion Ministers, when they are di-
rected forward by the usher. Those who wish to commune in their seat 
with their individual Communion kit may remain seated. Children may 
come forward with their family for a blessing. 

Communion Hymn #289 (maroon hymnal) 

“Holy, Holy” 

Table Blessing 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace. 

C: Amen. 

Post-Communion Canticle LBW Setting Two 
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Post-Communion Prayer 

A: Let us pray. 

 We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us 
through the healing power of this gift of life; and we pray that in 
your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in faith to-
ward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

Sending 

Announcements for God’s Mission in the World 

Please stand as you are able. 

Blessing LBW Setting Two 

 
Closing Hymn #467 (green hymnal) 

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 

Dismissal 

A: Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Worship Leaders 

The Rev. Emily Beckering, Pastor 
Kris Keith, Music Director **away 
Kate Wollenburg, Organist **away 
Carolyn Koehl, Guest Organist 
Addy Kruse, Hymn Leader 
Carroll Mayhugh, Assisting Minister 
Kathy Hirt, Reader 

Our Life Together 

To reach Pastor directly, please call the pastoral line at 513-760-5884. 

If you have requests for the Prayer Chain, or to remove a person from the list, 
please contact the office at 513-821-0987 or mail@stpaulreading.org. 

We pray for Samantha Asbrock (Marie Calhoun’s friend); Berkeley (Carol Curless’s 
great-grandson); Jeannie Allen (Faith Eckerle’s friend); Teresa Bell (former mem-
ber); Stephen Black (Kim Coulehan’s nephew); Nancy Boone (Gary Gries’ sister); 
Brett (Kings’ step-nephew); Pat Buck (Hirts’ friend); Natalie Burroughs; Jack & Ma-
ria Busch (Fords’ friends); Jodie Calhoun; Andre Carnavale (Hirts’ friend); Casey 

(Continued on page 26) 

Postlude 
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Sunday, May 26: Holy Trinity 

*No Sunday School / Adult Bible Study* 
10:30 am Worship Service 
After worship: Council Elections 

Monday, May 27 

9 am Reading Memorial Day Parade Out-
reach 

Tuesday, May 28 

11 am Bible study 

Sunday, June 2: 2 Pentecost  

10:30 am Worship Service 
After worship: Evangelism Committee 

Tuesday, June 4 

11 am Bible study 

Upcoming Events 


